
8 C.F.R. § 214.2(m)(19) – Students in established vocational or other recognized 

nonacademic institutions, other than in language training programs 

(19) Special rules for certain border commuter students . (Paragraph (m)(19) added 8/27/02; 67 

FR 54941 )  

 

(i) Applicability . For purposes of the special rules in this paragraph (m)(19), the term "border 

commuter student" means a national of Canada or Mexico who is admitted to the United States 

as an M-1 student to enroll in a full course of study, albeit on a part-time basis, in an approved 

school located within 75 miles of a United States land border. The border commuter student must 

maintain actual residence and place of abode in the student's country of nationality, and seek 

admission to the United States at a land border port-of-entry. These special rules do not apply to 

a national of Canada or Mexico who is:  

 

(A) Residing in the United States while attending an approved school as an M-1 student, or  

 

(B) Enrolled in a full course of study as defined in paragraph (m)(9) of this section.  

 

(ii) Full course of study . The border commuter student must be enrolled in a full course of study 

at the school that leads to the attainment of a specific educational or vocational objective, albeit 

on a part-time basis. A designated school official at the school may authorize an eligible border 

commuter student to enroll in a course load below that otherwise required for a full course of 

study under paragraph (m)(9) of this section, provided that the reduced course load is consistent 

with the border commuter student's approved course of study.  

 

(iii) Period of stay . An M-1 border commuter student is not entitled to an additional 30-day 

period of stay otherwise available under paragraph (m)(5) of this section.  

 

(iv) Employment . A border commuter student may not be authorized to accept any employment 

in connection with his or her M-1 student status, except for practical training as provided in 

paragraph (m)(14) of this section.  
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